
Love, No Matter What the Race 
February 22-23, 2020 

April 20 & 21, 2024 

 
 
 
1 John 5:13 (NLT) 
I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so 
that you may know you have eternal life.  
 
Galatians 2:21 (NLT) 
I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law 
could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die. 
 
Colossians 2:12-20 (NLT) 
For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him 
you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of 
God, who raised Christ from the dead. You were dead because of your 
sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God 
made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the 
record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the 
cross. In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He 
shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross. So don’t let 
anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating 
certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. For these rules 
are only shadows of the reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that 
reality. Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial 
or the worship of angels, saying they have had visions about these 
things. Their sinful minds have made them proud, and they are not 
connected to Christ, the head of the body. For he holds the whole body 
together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God nourishes it. 
You have died with Christ, and he has set you free from the spiritual 
powers of this world. So why do you keep on following the rules of the 
world… 

 
 

 



 

 

• Necessary for _______________. 
 

1 Peter 3:21 (NLT) 
And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not by 
removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God from a clean 
conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

Antitupon (Greek) 
Implies an impression left by a seal, not the seal itself. 

 

• Needed for entrance into _______________.  
 

Luke 23:40-43 (NLT) 
But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you 
have been sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but 
this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” And Jesus 
replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (TPT) 
For by grace you have been saved by faith. Nothing you did could 
ever earn this salvation, for it was the love gift from God that 
brought us to Christ! So no one will ever be able to boast, for 
salvation is never a reward for good works or human striving. 

 

• Neutralizing our sins by ________________ them away.  
 

Hebrews 9:14 (TPT) 
Yet how much more will the sacred blood of the Messiah thoroughly 
cleanse our consciences! For by the power of the eternal Spirit he 
has offered himself to God as the perfect Sacrifice that now frees us 
from our dead works to worship and serve the living God. 

 

 
___________ like Jesus. 

 
John 13:35 (NLT) 
Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples. 
 
John 15:12 (NLT) 
This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have 
loved you. 



 
1 John 3:16-18 (TPT) 
This is how we have discovered love’s reality: Jesus sacrificed his 
life for us. Because of this great love, we should be willing to lay 
down our lives for one another. If anyone sees a fellow believer in 
need and has the means to help him, yet shows no pity and closes 
his heart against him, how is it even possible that God’s love lives in 
him? Beloved children, our love can’t be an abstract theory we only 
talk about, but a way of life demonstrated through our loving deeds. 

 
___________ like Jesus.  

 
Romans 6:4-6 (TPT) 
Sharing in his death by our baptism means that we were co-buried 
with him, so that when the Father’s glory raised Christ from the 
dead, we were also raised with him. We have been co-resurrected 
with him so that we could be empowered to walk in the freshness of 
new life. For since we are permanently grafted into him to 
experience a death like his, then we are permanently grafted into 
him to experience a resurrection like his and the new life that it 
imparts. Could it be any clearer that our former identity is now and 
forever deprived of its power? For we were co-crucified with him to 
dismantle the stronghold of sin within us, so that we would not 
continue to live one moment longer submitted to sin’s power. 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  

 
How: 

 

• _______________ His character. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV) 
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

 
• _______________ compassion. 

 
Luke 10:33-35 (TPT) 
Finally, another man, a Samaritan, came upon the bleeding 
man and was moved with tender compassion for him. He 
stooped down and gave him first-aid pouring olive oil on his 
wounds, disinfecting them with wine, and bandaging them to 
stop the bleeding. Lifting them up, he placed him on his own 
donkey and brought him to an inn. Then he took him from his 
donkey and carried him to a room for the night. The next 
morning, he took his own money from his wallet and gave it to 
the innkeeper with these words: “Take care of him until I 
come back from my journey. If it costs more than this, I will 
repay you when I return.” 



 

• _______________  with His kingdom. 
 

Matthew 6:33 (NLT) 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, 
and he will give you everything you need. 

 

• _______________  my faith by taking up my cross.  
 

Luke 9:23 (NIV) 
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” 
 

• _______________ His mission. 
 

John 17:18 (MSG) 
In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, I give 
them a mission in the world. 

 
___________ others to Jesus.  

 
Acts 1:8 (NLT) 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 
And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. 
 
Luke 19:10 (NLT) 
For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost. 
 
Romans 1:16 (NLT) 
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the 
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first 
and also the Gentile.  
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• Necessary for salvation. 
 

1 Peter 3:21 (NLT) 
And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not by 
removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God from a clean 
conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

Antitupon (Greek) 
Implies an impression left by a seal, not the seal itself. 

 

• Needed for entrance into Heaven.  
 

Luke 23:40-43 (NLT) 
But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you 
have been sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but 
this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” And Jesus 
replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (TPT) 
For by grace you have been saved by faith. Nothing you did could 
ever earn this salvation, for it was the love gift from God that 
brought us to Christ! So no one will ever be able to boast, for 
salvation is never a reward for good works or human striving. 

 

• Neutralizing our sins by washing them away.  
 

Hebrews 9:14 (TPT) 
Yet how much more will the sacred blood of the Messiah thoroughly 
cleanse our consciences! For by the power of the eternal Spirit he 
has offered himself to God as the perfect Sacrifice that now frees us 
from our dead works to worship and serve the living God. 

 

 
Love like Jesus. 

 
John 13:35 (NLT) 
Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples. 
 
John 15:12 (NLT) 
This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have 
loved you. 



 
1 John 3:16-18 (TPT) 
This is how we have discovered love’s reality: Jesus sacrificed his 
life for us. Because of this great love, we should be willing to lay 
down our lives for one another. If anyone sees a fellow believer in 
need and has the means to help him, yet shows no pity and closes 
his heart against him, how is it even possible that God’s love lives in 
him? Beloved children, our love can’t be an abstract theory we only 
talk about, but a way of life demonstrated through our loving deeds. 

 
Live like Jesus.  

 
Romans 6:4-6 (TPT) 
Sharing in his death by our baptism means that we were co-buried 
with him, so that when the Father’s glory raised Christ from the 
dead, we were also raised with him. We have been co-resurrected 
with him so that we could be empowered to walk in the freshness of 
new life. For since we are permanently grafted into him to 
experience a death like his, then we are permanently grafted into 
him to experience a resurrection like his and the new life that it 
imparts. Could it be any clearer that our former identity is now and 
forever deprived of its power? For we were co-crucified with him to 
dismantle the stronghold of sin within us, so that we would not 
continue to live one moment longer submitted to sin’s power. 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  

 
How: 

 

• Imitate His character. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV) 
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

 
• Initiate compassion. 

 
Luke 10:33-35 (TPT) 
Finally, another man, a Samaritan, came upon the bleeding 
man and was moved with tender compassion for him. He 
stooped down and gave him first-aid pouring olive oil on his 
wounds, disinfecting them with wine, and bandaging them to 
stop the bleeding. Lifting them up, he placed him on his own 
donkey and brought him to an inn. Then he took him from his 
donkey and carried him to a room for the night. The next 
morning, he took his own money from his wallet and gave it to 
the innkeeper with these words: “Take care of him until I come 
back from my journey. If it costs more than this, I will repay you 
when I return.” 



 

• Identify with His kingdom. 
 

Matthew 6:33 (NLT) 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, 
and he will give you everything you need. 

 

• Indicate my faith by taking up my cross.  
 

Luke 9:23 (NIV) 
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” 
 

• Instigate His mission.  
 

John 17:18 (MSG) 
In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, I give 
them a mission in the world. 

 
Lead others to Jesus.  

 
Acts 1:8 (NLT) 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 
And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. 
 
Luke 19:10 (NLT) 
For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost. 
 
Romans 1:16 (NLT) 
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the 
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first 
and also the Gentile.  


